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It may interest you that I can trace my family back to 
Mary Marshall who is recorded in the Register of Old 
Scholars as ‘the first girl at Sidcot’ in 1808. 
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My parents, Olive and Wallace Litten 
(both Old Scholars) moved to Shipham 
in 1948 so they could afford to send their 
children to Sidcot...forward thinking as 
I wasn’t born until 1950! My elder sister 
Jean (now Briggs) started at Sidcot in 
1949 and I left in 1968 so they made 
a big personal financial commitment 
to put us all (four) through the school. 
They were helped by my grandparents, 
Frederick C. and Florence Hunt (both 
Old Scholars), who moved to Shipham 
from Bristol in 1948. I remember endless, 
polite, Sunday afternoon teas at my 
grandparents’ house when F.C and my 
father pored over the weekly business 
records.

I am in the process of trying to work out 
how many relatives have been at Sidcot. 
Fortunately, F.C. Hunt was a Registrar 
in Bristol and left the family a wonderful 
genealogy book. At the front he wrote:

“I was born on the 30 July 1868 in the 
city and County of Bristol, England… 
from genealogical records which I 

possess I can trace the Hunt family back 
5 generations, all Quakers, to William 
Hunt who died in 1767 and I can trace 
the Marshall family back 6 generations, 
all Quakers, to John Marshall who was 
born in 1646 and joined the Quakers 
during the time of George Fox, probably 
about 1680.

I therefore claim to possess Quaker 
blood in my veins.”

You can see why I am trying to trace how 
many went to Sidcot!

To my eternal shame, I hated History 
at school... too much politics and Corn 
Laws, as I remember.... but as I have 
got older I see the value of studying 
the past, particularly social history. My 
grandfather’s book is fascinating.

I will keep delving and I have a while, 
before my Presidential address in 2016, 
to come up with some answers!

Alison Tirrell 1961-1968
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Last year after the annual general meeting in the group of people outside 
someone clapped me on the shoulder and said “Congratulations Steve, 
nice surprise. That must be a boost to the ego”. Well it was a surprise. I 
did not know I had an ego. 

Why am I here accepting the wonderful 
accolade that you have bestowed upon 
me? The answer may seem obvious, having 
attended Easter Weekend on and off for the 
last fifty years and of course being on the 
committee in one guise or another for the 
large part of those years. 

But how did it all start and why did I even 
become an Old Scholar in the first place?

My time here at Sidcot was not a wholesale 
success. It was not easy joining a form in 
the Upper Fourth and I was not happy at 
all for some of the time and academically in 
terms of exam results a total failure.  

But don’t worry, I had some happy times 
and very memorable moments.  Like, 
standing in the boys shed in the middle of 
the night quite often after pillow fighting in 
the junior dorm.

On one occasion, John Russell was the 
master on duty. Mayhem was in progress in 
the dorm and in burst Mr Russell bellowing 
for us to return to our beds. A warning was 
given whilst he paced around the dorm in 
the dark.  Silence, the door opened and 
closed, silence continued.  I could not 
believe it and after several minutes I could 
bare it no longer.  “Bone, are you there?” No 
answer so I walloped my neighbour with a 
pillow brilliantly synchronised with the lights 
coming on and there followed a period in 
the boys’ shed. 

On being sent back to bed that night Mr 
Russell informed me I would receive a 
number of detentions. He would call on me 

in the future to serve them in a way as to 
cause me as much inconvenience as I had 
him on that evening. I was duly summoned 
to the master’s common room just as I was 
leaving to go to the village one day. “This 
is your first detention Martin”, Mr Russell 
informed me. Bearing in mind his comment 
about inconvenience I thought it only fair 
to say. “But sir, it’s very inconvenient; I 
was going to the village to buy my mother 
a birthday card”.  “I see” said Mr Russell 
“In that case you had better go as your 
mother’s birthday is far more important than 
the detention, but I will call on you again”. I 
never did serve any detentions. 

I enjoyed many activities in the school.  I 
am sure I would not be able to dance 
anywhere at all if it had not been for the 
school dances. I once won first prize in the 
fancy dress half term dance dressed as a 
Worzel Gummidge. However between the 
time of completing the costume and the 
day of the dance I was gated from the girls’ 
side and as the dances were held in the 
girls playroom this posed somewhat of a 
problem.

I decided that the effort of making the 
costume was worth the risk and I went. My 
head was completely covered by a pumpkin 
constructed of wire and paper mache. I am 
not sure anyone was aware who actually 
won the prize. 

That was the year Mary Hooper came 
completely dressed from head to toe as a 
Victorian lady, her dress, her bonnet, her 
parasol and even her face was completely 

covered in newspaper. It was an incredible 
sight to behold. 

Swimming I was good at and represented 
the school on several occasions and for 
a time held the 100 yards backstroke in 
the old swimming pool at the top of the 
playground.  Scouts was another activity I 
also enjoyed trying to fry eggs and bacon 
in First Copse with no utensils, weekend 
camps on Crooks Peak and tickling trout in 
the river Axe.

One evening at tea Dick Hinton gave out 
an announcement in the most serious vein. 
Rob Aitken had signed out to Callow and 
had not returned. The Scouts were asked 
to assemble in the boys’ shed immediately 
after tea. We were organised into teams 
each with a member of staff. This was 
serious stuff. Spot lights were issued to 
patrol leaders and each team dispatched 
to different areas of Callow. For the entire 
evening we combed Callow Hill and I can’t 
speak for anyone else but I was completely 
taken in by the seriousness of it all and it 
was not until Rob was found that it became 
obvious that it was a brilliant exercise and 
we missed prep. 

It struck me whilst writing this address I 
have had more to remember that I enjoyed 
about Sidcot and therefore realised that my 
claim of being unhappy was perhaps not 
quite true.

I think probably it was in the last term with 
the prospect of ‘O’ Levels, knowing in my 
heart of hearts that it was not going to be 

Presidential Address 2015 -  
Steve Martin (1961-1964)
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a good time for me which has coloured my 
opinion of my time here. I am very glad this 
has given me the opportunity to remember 
some of the good times.

My last year here was in 1964 when Easter 
fell early as indeed it has this year. The 
Old Scholars came in their droves. We 
were still in session and it was fantastic. 
The atmosphere in the school was one of 
such levity and fun. To see the staff happy 
and talking animatedly with the younger 
Old Scholars was quite a surprise.  So it 
was with a sense of pride, growing up and 
excitement that I wore my Old Scholars tie 
on that last day of term. 

As a fledgling Old Scholar my peers and 
I descended on the Easter weekend in 
the years between ’65 and ’67 and we 
gave it our all. We joined in all the activities, 
especially the treasure hunt which was 
our Monte Carlo.  But it was in 1968 that I 
became of age as an Old Scholar. Arriving 
at school for the weekend, I was invited 
by Mike Van Blankenstein, Joe Rutter and 
Jeremy Reeves for a drink at the Star. This 
was it. I had arrived: I was one of the men.

So to the pub we went, drinks bought, 
seating chosen and the conversation 
starts:“Steve, how would you like to be 
Easter Secretary next year?” A great 
evening ensued. But I did not take note of 
what the Easter Secretary had to do for 
the rest of the weekend. Neither did I think 
about what to do for weeks afterwards. 

We used to have two dances at Easter 
Reunion in those days, one on the Saturday 
evening and one on the Monday evening. 
We were serenaded by Clem Gardiner and 
his quartet. How on earth was I going to 
contact Clem Gardner?

At the time I was working and doing my 
apprenticeship with Strawn and Henshaw 
in Bristol.  I was in the drawing office 
expressing my concern to my neighbour 
about how to find the likes of Clem.  As it 
happened, he knew him so problem solved 
and we danced for one more year to the 
strains of Clem and his quartet. 

Hence the Easter greeting card this year. 

That picture brought back memories of 
those days where Clem would play mainly 
to an empty room until the pub shut and 
then everyone arrived for the last waltz. 

Things had to change. The Easter 
programme had barely changed in years 
and I found it very difficult to do so but poor 
old Clem was not re-hired and the dance 
was moved to Birds Assembly rooms in the 
village of Winscombe, with a bar. That did 
the trick. 

To be honest, it is difficult to remember 
some of the changes we made but in order 
to entice people to arrive on the Thursday 
evening we introduced a film and Peter 
Marriage would race down to operate the 
projector in the nick of time. 

The aim of the changes or perhaps 
the additions was to draw in younger 
Old Scholars, a problem we have been 
struggling with for many a year. But the 
following year we definitely had the answer, 
an outside pop concert.  A covered stage 
was constructed from scaffolding and 
planks and the stage was designed by 
Patrick Smith. It was sited where the beech 
tree had once stood. Dinger Bell and I 
parked our MGA’s to create a gate where 
we could collect the ten shilling entrance 
fee from the hoards as they arrived. And did 
they come? You bet they did. And did they 
pay? Not really. There were so many there 
it was difficult to control so we gave up and 
lost a bomb. Did anyone join the O.S? I 
don’t think they did. 

The next day I was walking from the girl’s 
side to the dining room when Freddy 
Gilman fell in beside me and struck up a 
conversation. “So how did it go last night 
Steve”?  “It went very well Freddy thank you 
very much” I replied, but we couldn’t control 
the crowds and I’m afraid we ran at a loss”.  
He said he had heard as much and handed 
me an envelope with the instructions to 
open it later. He had given me a cheque for 
£250.

The following year was 1971, the 
centenary year for the Sidcot Old Scholars 
Association.  Alerted to this occasion by 
Joe Rutter, the committee embarked on a 

weekend of quite fantastic proportions and 
this I think was the weekend that changed 
Easter for what it has become the great 
family weekend we have now.

A massive amount of work went into the 
organisation of this extraordinary event 
and the programme itself filled two sides 
of a foolscap piece of card and folded 
into four. I was so proud of this piece of 
organisation that I carried it around in my 
pocket for some time. At that time, I went 
for an interview in London.  Faced with the 
Director of the company behind a huge 
desk asking what I could bring to the job 
I produced the 1971 Easter programme 
and said “This”, thinking it would be self-
explanatory.  I did not get the job. 

I loved being Easter Secretary and this was 
in the days when the Easter secretary was 
a man or woman alone. Carrying the cash 
box around, organising the washing up rota, 
you all remember what it was like. And I 
don’t know how much longer I might have 
done it had I not decided to travel. Travel 
again is something that Sidcot had greatly 
influenced. My brother Paul had won a 
travel scholarship from school which took 
him to Finland and I think sowed the seed 
for the travel bug in our family. He travelled 
the world for seven years. It took me some 
time to pluck up the courage to leave and to 
follow suit but after Easter 1972 I left for my 
own four-year jaunt around the world.

In Canada I worked as a lumberjack, I drove 
a truck in and out of New Orleans for six 
months soaking up the music and then 
onto Australia working for a sheep shearing 
contact team and then to New Zealand 
where I discovered dairy farming. That was 
my epiphany, my moment of revelation.  I 
continued to farm for the next 25 years 
before being made redundant. . 

Sidcot Old Scholars was very much with 
me as I travelled, in the form of the latest 
report with all the names and addresses 
and wherever I was I would look to see if 
anybody lived close by. I met with O.S’s in 
Canada and New Zealand. 

Living at Sidcot definitely helped me to live 
in bunk-houses in the lumber business and 
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in the sheep shearing business: it was not 
difficult at all. 

I returned in 1976 to be best man for Phil 
Reeds wedding and he had the good sense 
to get married a week before Easter so I 
came home to two great weekends.

Easter 1976 was the beginning of that very 
hot summer and I remember driving down 
to Sidcot from Bristol, past Lulsgate airport 
in splendid sunshine with a great sense 
of home-coming. During that weekend 
I remember having a conversation with 
Amanda Rutter as she was then. She was 
very concerned she and her siblings would 
soon reach an age where they would not 
be able to come to the Easter weekend 
because they would no longer be children 
and therefore not be able to enjoy our 
company. I suggested she marry an old 
scholar. She did as she was told and wasn’t 
that lucky for Chris Harris.

But that conversation set off a motion for 
which I think I was in part responsible. And 
that was of the associate membership. It 
was hotly discussed in an AGM, in I am 
not sure what year, but there were fears 
from older Old Scholars, Charles Clinker 
being one of them that the Old Scholar’s 
Association would be watered down and 
unusually it went to a vote and was carried. 
And what a difference it has made, the 
Rutter family almost to a man I think has 
become an associate member and what a 
fantastic element they have become to the 
association. 

Also, shortly after the associate membership 
we had a joint presidency of Chris and 
Cathleen Hall, Cathleen being the associate 
member and I remember her address with 
notices being held up, one I can remember 
was Fabpaps but whatever it meant I 
cannot remember. 

Back then the AGM was much better 
attended than it is today and some of the 
business would provide fodder for the 
entertainment. There were also films on 
the Friday evening and one year we had 
a film called The Bandits, and I remember 
that Wendy Van Blankenstein and myself 
closeted ourselves away somewhere and 

wrote a script parodying the film and kept 
referring to those Bandidos as the associate 
members. 

And so for the last 40 years I have enjoyed 
the Old Scholars not only the weekend 
but serving on your committees and this is 
where the ego comes in. 

You have embraced my enthusiasm, 
endured my boisterousness and yes, you 
have fed my ego but always guided me 
where I needed guiding and pushing me 
harder when I needed pushing harder. By 
being able to be me for 4 days every year I 
think it has probably kept my ego in check 
for the other 361. I have enjoyed and still 
enjoy everything I do with you all.  Being 
here has taught me communication skills, 
how to run committee meetings, I was Chair 
of the Buildings and Grounds Committee 
as a parent governor at a local school and I 
could never have done that without having 
had the experience here at Old Scholars.

Old Scholars has given me an appreciation 
of music, has given me the courage to be 
on stage and much more it has been a 
wonderful time and it is fun to look back at 
the fun and capers we had.  

But now it is time to look forward, we are no 
longer Old Scholars and we are no longer 
a separate part of the Sidcot thing but we 
are now Sidcotians and very much part of 
the whole. Four years ago we were asked 
not to be adverse to change to some of our 
traditions by Jonathan Fox in his presidential 
address.

Sidcotians, the change is now upon us and 
I urge you all to take that extra step with me 
not just to support the changes but to seize 
and embrace them and make it exciting. 
Some will find it difficult but in essence the 
purpose remains the same and that is to 
communicate with the School. 

The School is absolutely determined to 
make Sidcotians work and Jess Winchester 
has given her all to communicate her 
enthusiasm.  What a shame she has 
embraced the motto – live adventurously so 
completely as to leave us – but let me tell 
you, Jess was sought out for a job in New 

Zealand and who amongst us would not 
go. But Jess let me remind you that you are 
now a Sidcotian so we expect to hear from 
you. We wish you and your husband well in 
your new venture, go well and stay safe. 

I have visited the school on two occasions 
this year, once for the garden party and 
once for the Dymond speech competition, 
and I have been impressed and gladdened 
by what I have so far seen and experienced. 
The students are far more aware now of 
who we are and what we do, especially 
with regard to the travel bursary. In the 
Dymond speech one student spoke of her 
experience with dyslexia and how Sidcot 
had helped her.  

I was asked by the Easter team if I wanted 
to name a charity in my presidential year 
and I must confess that at the time I did 
not have anything in mind. But when giving 
Travel Awards at the Dymond speech I 
said that travel can complete or even be 
an education. It would be marvellous if 
we could boost the Travel Awards so that 
some students could do something really 
exciting. I hope that students who are 
high achievers could also be encouraged 
to apply for travel bursaries so it could 
enhance their education and that they may 
gain something completely different.

So if anyone would care to join me in 
boosting the Travel Award funds that would 
be great. 

Lastly I would like to thank my wife Sue. We 
know it is difficult for spouses to come into 
this strange environment and Sue did not 
find it easy but now she enjoys herself as do 
my family. 

Sidcotians, Old Scholars, thank you very 
much for asking me to be your President, 
I have never reached the top of the tree 
before, not even the Beech tree and it 
feels good but that is my ego talking. I 
will endeavour to give my year as much 
enthusiasm and boisterousness as I am 
able to give and be serious enough to take 
these changes through. 

Thank you, thank you very much indeed.  
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It never ceases to amaze me how quickly the year flies by –  
it always seems like the blink of an eye and Easter is here again. 

This year we have even more people staying 
in the school – 140 residents over the 
weekend and over 100 extra Sidcotians 
who have joined the weekend to take part in 
reunions which have been organised by their 
classmates as well as those who have just 
joined us for the Presidents Tea. There has 
been such a buzz and enthusiasm which 
really does demonstrate that Sidcotians 
are living up to their reputation for living 
adventurously and embracing the changes 
which were introduced last Easter. 

That said, I think we can all agree that 
we still have a long way to go and there 
will be challenges ahead. But I know 
that Sidcotians will evolve to become an 
organisation which is an inspiration not 
only to current students but also to other 
schools who want to set up a dynamic, 
forward-thinking alumni group. It really is 
absolutely key that we keep talking to each 
other – speaking truth to power when we 
need to – because you are Sidcotians and 
we can’t move forward without your active 
involvement.  

In the past year, we have set up the 
Sidcotians Support Group and you will be 
hearing much more from them over the 
next 12 months as they become settled in 
their roles. Allie White will be focusing on 
communications – making sure that you 
and your friends and family are included in 
the next printed issue of the Directory for 
example and encouraging you to share 
your news and stories for Sidcotian Friends 
Magazine. Barley Turner will be supporting 
Sidcotians of all ages to meet up and hold 
reunions both in school and in every corner 
of the world. Tessa Tyldesley will be making 
sure that you are represented on Sidcot’s 
Board of Governors and will be keeping 
you informed of school progress and key 
activities while David Roberts and

Wendy Haslam have been tasked with 
tracking down 2,000 old scholars with 
whom we have lost contact. David Wride 
is always listening out for volunteers to join 
the Support Group or Easter Committee 
so if you would like to make a practical 
contribution or eat, sleep and breathe Easter 
for 12 months of the year, please speak 
to him. And of course, whispering Steve 
Martin, Sidcotian President – representing 
you at the highest level to Sidcot staff, 
students and the wider community, always 
relied upon to shout about how great 
Sidcotians are. You have a fantastic team 
who act on your behalf. 

As the Development and Alumni Manager 
it is a privilege to get involved in lots of 
different activities connected to Sidcotians 
most recently providing some support 
and resources to the Old Scholars Trusts, 
in particular the Sidcot Bursary Trust as I 
have been involved in providing them with 
information about the children they help. 
As Iain Kilpatrick will tell you, close to three 
quarters of a million pounds is given to 
enable students to study at Sidcot and the 
Sidcot Bursary Trust funding is a significant 
part of this and makes an incredible 
difference to the lives of the children 
and their families. One student who has 
benefited from this has been supported by 
the Trust for the past two years, following 
his mother’s diagnosis of brain cancer. 
When I asked her what this gift meant to 
her she said: “We had changed our lives 
and made sacrifices for our son to go 
to Sidcot and we were so sorry that my 
diagnosis meant that he would have to 
leave without having the opportunity to 
complete Sixth Form. We were delighted 
when we were given the bursary – it took 
the pressure off and helped at least one 
area of our lives to continue. It meant that 
we didn’t have to worry”. 

Thanks to the Sidcot Bursary Trust, the 
family are able to enjoy some degree of 
normality in their lives as the student has 
been able to continue his studies in the 
school’s very supportive atmosphere, 
perhaps more importantly with the support 
of his friendship group who know about the 
challenges he faces on a daily basis.

I’ve spoken to quite a few of you this 
weekend and you have told me how the 
Sidcot community helped get you through 
some of the toughest times in your lives, 
both when you were at school and after 
you left. If you feel you’d like to make this 
possible for more students like Daniel please 
speak to Hugh Marriage or go on-line and 
visit www.mydonate.bt.com and search for 
Sidcot Bursary Trust.

I would also like to take this opportunity 
to publically thank Sidcotians who have 
remembered Sidcot in their Will. I receive 
these notifications with mixed feelings – there 
is joy that the gifts we have been given will 
help more children to benefit from a Sidcot 
education but at the same time I always 
feel sad that there wasn’t the opportunity 
to say thank you for the donation as we are 
often told of this generosity and kindness 
after they have died. We have received 
wonderful gifts from Jean (Tregear) James, 
Mary McKay and Elizabeth McShane which 
will enable the development of the Sports 
Pitch and Pavilion and the funding of musical 
bursaries for students.

As you may know, I am leaving Sidcot. I 
have, it seems, taken Living Adventurously 
too much to heart and will be working for 
a conservation charity in New Zealand. 
I want to tell you what a privilege it has 
been to know you. Thank you for your 
support, help and advice: I look forward to 
becoming a Sidcotian and attending future 
Easter reunions.

Development & Alumni Manager’s 
Report - Jess Winchester
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You never know what might happen when you go for a walk up the Combe.

I have happy memories of times spent 
wandering through this beautiful 
countryside, however I never imagined 
that 45 years later a walk up the Combe 
would lead me to be standing here 
giving a report as a governor. So thanks 
to Winston Duguid for a pleasant walk 
and for putting my name forward as a 
successor to Bridget Marriott. Thanks 
also to Bridget and all the board 
members for helping me on my journey. 

My impression of being a governor 
so far has been one of contrasts. The 
sense of familiarity with the school is 
contrasted by the newness of the post, 
understanding the whys and wherefores 
of the behind the scene workings of 
the school and the role of committee 
work. So far the experience has been 
fascinating and I have felt well supported 
by the board members and welcomed by 
the school staff. 

Visiting the school is always interesting 
and I am struck by the friendliness and 
politeness of the students and I enjoy the 
cheeky expressions from some of the 
Junior School pupils, very heart warming!

Matt Williams was appointed as the new 
Deputy Head, with a specific focus on 
Boarding and Co-Curriculum, and started 
at the school in September 2014. We 
welcome his arrival and support he has 
put into the school. We are excited about 
one of his plans to set up a programme 
of school activities to enhance the 
students’ knowledge of Quaker values 
and give them a broad set of life skills to 
take them through school and beyond. 

Jacqueline Bagnall’s appointment as 
Director of Peace and Global Studies 
has provided the School with the 
opportunity to focus on many aspects 
that this appointment implies. Jackie’s 
vision is to work with members of staff 
and students throughout the school, 
incorporating Peace and Global Studies 
into all areas of the curriculum. She has 
already invited a variety of people to 
speak at the school, organized a trip to 
Friend’s House and has undertaken the 
facilitation of the Yurt Project. The project 
consists of four yurts, one of which has 
been kindly donated by Bridget Marriott. 
The yurts, located in Newcombe Field, 
are set around a central fire pit and 
earth embankments  form a natural 
amphitheatre. The whole School will 
be encouraged to use this area as an 
opportunity for learning outdoors, to 
enhance education and as a place of 
contemplation.

The Fox Trot is still very popular and a 
valuable event in the school calendar 
and there is a positive response from 
the students as they feel they get a 
real sense and understanding of where 
Quakerism came from.

The Junior School continues to thrive 
under the headship of Claire Lilley and 
her team and to visit is always inspiring, 
a buzz, a hive of activity: that is when the 
pupils are not off doing exciting things 
elsewhere, for example, in the Forest 
School or the Sports Centre. The walls 
are covered with children’s work, from 
poetry and art to work on Quakerism. 

Jackie Bagnall, Director of Peace and 
Global Studies, and Nicki Havercroft, 
teaching assistant, have devised a 
weekly session on Quakerism, Peace 
and Global Studies for Key Stage 2 (7-11 
year olds) and I am impressed by the 
enthusiasm to engage pupils and parents 
in the Quaker ethos.  

I would also like to mention the sports 
department. A variety of sports are 
played at school, netball, rugby, hockey 
and a new basketball team.

Most sports are played by boys and 
girls. When I was at Sidcot I remember 
writing a letter to the school magazine 
asking why girls could not play rugby. I 
am pleased to say that they now can and 
to boot my niece is the captain! Other 
sporting opportunities include swimming, 
horse-riding, golf, cross-country, biathlon 
and pupils have participated in county 
and international events. 

I feel it is an exciting time for the school 
as we continue to broaden our horizons, 
to educate a wide range of students 
from 3 to 18 years, to enrich their natural 
talents and enlighten them with skills that 
will help them in the future.

Sidcotian Governor’s Report - 
Tessa Tyldesley (1965-1972)
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Roger Pugsley (1951-1958) Treasurer & Managing Trustee

Due largely to the receipt of 50% of the 
General Fund assets (total assets about 
£70,000) following the dissolution of 
SOSA at Easter 2014, the assets of the 
Trust increased by almost £34,000 in 
2014 to just under £200,000.   Hence 
the Trust is in a strong position to provide 
funds to the School for a Bursary and the 
Travel Scholarships.   In fact an increase 
in income (arising from the investments 
which came from the General Fund) has 
enabled the Trustees to increase the 
bursary from £3,000 pa to £5,400 pa 
as well as maintain the total value of the 
Travel Scholarships at about £1,500.   
Because the School already makes up 
most of the fees which would otherwise 
have been payable by the family of the 
recipient of the Bursary, the significant 
increase in the value of the Bursary is of 
direct benefit to the School rather than to 
the recipient’s family.

Thanks to the initiative of our incoming 
President, Steve Martin, in raising money 
for the Travel Scholarships, the principal 
charitable target of his presidency, we 
hope to be able to raise the value of the 
Travel Scholarships in the years to come.

The 2014 Accounts have been published 
on the wall in the Hub during the Easter 
Reunion for all to see.

I hope that the experiences described by 
our recent School leavers will give you a 
flavour of the outcomes that are possible 
from the grant of Travel Scholarships 
to young people; helping them to gain 
experience of different cultures while 
contributing to development in different 
worlds from their own.

If you would like to help with providing 
such opportunities, by making a regular 
or one-off donation to the Education 
Trust, please speak to me or put a 
contribution into the collection being 
organised by Steve Martin.   

Now you are no longer required to pay 
a membership subscription, I hope 
you will be moved to make a voluntary 
contribution to one or more of the three 
Trusts which provide financial assistance 
to the School.   The Sidcot Building 
Trust Fund which helps the School with 
the cost of providing new buildings, 
the Sidcot Bursary Trust which helps 
the School by providing Bursaries 
and the SOSA Education Trust which 
provides a Bursary, several annual Travel 
Scholarships and occasional ad hoc 
donations for educational purposes.

Report to Sidcotians 2015 Annual Meeting 
from SOSA Education Trust 
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In 2014 the Education Trust provided £1,500 through the Old 
Scholars Travel Award which enabled three students to Live 
Adventurously and to carry out voluntary or charitable work overseas.  

Amelia Humphries who is taking a gap year before university 
used her funding to volunteer with a conservation charity in New 
Zealand called Kuaka which works closely with local school 
groups and volunteers and provides help to people suffering 
with depression.

The first week Millie spent working with Kuaka in their potting 
and planting stations, working with native plants, such as the 
Kahikatea and Cabbage trees. She was taken to areas that 
are currently being restored back into rainforest, where she 
was taught to clear bush paths by pruning back the trees and 
“releasing” which is stomping down the long grass and weeds 
into a mat, to give young trees and flax a chance to grow 
without being taken over or shaded.

Accompanying a group of people with a mental health history 
from the charity, Millie took a day trip to McClaren falls, where 
she learnt about the native species of insects, plants and trees 
in the area to get a better understanding of the environment and 
the purpose of the charity. Millie learnt that by planting just three 
trees she could wipe out her carbon footprint for the whole of 
her gap year – so she planted over 30!

Millie said: “At the end of my time with working with the project, 
we took ‘After Photos’ of the land to make comparisons of the 
work we had done, which was both shocking and satisfying. I 
left the volunteer project with a deeper understanding of New 
Zealand culture and environment, and the knowledge that my 
work has made a big difference. I want to thank Sidcot and the 
Old Scholars for helping me with this trip of a lifetime, I have 
truly had an unbelievably amazing experience, and one that I will 
never forget!”

Youren Yu lives in Shanghai and focused on the Travel Award 
criteria that encourage young people to be ambassadors for the 
school and their country. He told us very few, if any people are 

encouraged to volunteer in China but there were a lot of cultural 
differences and prejudices between the different regions. Youren 
used his award to spend time volunteering in residential homes 
for the elderly in Hong Kong, Xian, Beijing and Shanghai. His 
plan was to talk to them and learn more about their views. 

Youren feels very strongly that war and conflict can be avoided 
if people take the time to understand each other’s cultures. He 
told us there are tensions between people from Hong Kong 
and mainland China and he wanted to see for himself if there 
really were regional differences or if this was based on prejudice. 
Moreover he said he wanted to make a personal difference. 

Youren said: “I know the problem I am trying to solve sounds 
too big and unrealistic for a 19 year old student to solve but 
as a Chinese national studying in a Quaker school I do feel 
responsible for my country and even if what I can do is currently 
limited by my ability I hope I can, at least, contribute to a better 
and unified future, no matter how small it might be.” 

During his travels Youren did indeed encounter prejudice – times 
when people made assumptions about his intellect and abilities 
based on where he is from. He told us a story of how people 
looked at him differently when he spoke Mandarin in Hong Kong 
and how the same people became friendly and respectful when 
they heard he could speak English.

However, over all the trip was a positive experience for Youren 
– he learnt that things are changing and it reinforced his belief in 
education being the key to overcoming prejudice in the future. 
He said that the trip left him feeling proud to be Chinese. 

Travel Awards Report 2014/15
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The objects of the Trust, as set out in its deed, are:-

To apply the fund “for the advancement of education of children 
attending or wishing to attend Sidcot School by the provision 
of bursaries to non-Quaker pupils who have need of financial 
assistance” and “for bursaries to Quaker pupils in need of 
financial assistance”.

The priorities are:

1.  To provide help for pupils already at Sidcot who would 
otherwise have to leave for financial reasons.

2.  To enable younger siblings of present or past pupils to 
attend the school.

3. To help new pupils to enter the School.

The general fund is normally only used for the first two, the 
Watkins bequest is used in cases of extreme emergencies.  
Grants from the general fund are normally no more than 25% 
of the standard fees, whilst those from the Watkins fund are as 
necessary.

A summary of the financial activities of the Trust is overleaf 
and a copy of the full accounts is available on request from 
the Treasurer, at Furze Place, Sheepwash Lane, Burghclere, 
Newbury, RG20 9EA.

Committee report
The committee are pleased to see growth in the Fund & income 
this year. During the year the Trust supported nine pupils, which 
would otherwise have been unable to continue their education 
in the Sidcot tradition. The committee would like to thank the 
Alexander family for their very generous Donation in memory 
of Mrs Mary McKay nee Alexander. Also the Watkins Family for 
their increasing support

The management of the School is rightly focusing on ensuring 
that the facilities match the current expectations of parents.  Our 
work complements this in helping to ensure that present and 
future pupils will be able to enjoy the benefits offered by the 
school.  It is, however, important not to lose sight of the long-
term needs of the school, in the demands of the immediate.

The Committee receives confirmation, from the school regarding 
the need for financial support from individual families and two 
Board members sit on the School Bursary committee.

Our committee meetings have two recurring topics, that of the 
many deserving cases and that of the inadequacy of our funds 
to meet the demand.   

Treasurer’s report
The value of our investments has grown reflecting the rise in 
the stock market and the income has also grown, due to the 
general recovery in the stock market.  Global Interest rates have 
stabilised at the current low levels that is starting to allow some 
economic growth. We invest ethically for the long term and have 
moved to use the schools financial advisors to advise on our 
investment.

If you feel that you could make a donation to the Trust, whether 
now or in your will, our Treasurer (Hugh Marriage) would be 
delighted to hear from you. 

The Trust is still looking for an Old Scholar with a financial and 
investment background to join the committee; we thank Jan 
Cowper MBA, an Old Scholar who has offered to continue his 
role of Independent Examiner for the Trust. 

The Trust has no costs so all the funds are used for Bursaries

We would like to thank all our friends for their continuing 
support.

Sidcot Bursary Trust report
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2014 was a further year for the Committee to continue the rebuilding of 
the Fund for the longer term. Growth in the value of the Fund is primarily 
achieved from investment income and the contributions from Old 
Scholars now to be known in future as Sidcotians. 

Many of our contributors have supported 
the Fund with regular gift aid donations 
for many years. This continued support 
is very much appreciated by the 
Committee. 

We wish to place on record our 
appreciation for a further very generous 
legacy from the estate of the late Patrick 
Smith, a much loved Old Scholar and 
committee member of this Fund. The 
investment funds held by the Association 
have been split equally between the 
SBTF and the Education Trust. Most of 
the funds have now been received.

Looking to the future we are optimistic 
that in the longer term working closely 
with the School management Sidcotians 
will provide new avenues for fund raising 
opportunities. We have met with the 
Chairman of the Governors to learn of 
the school’s plans for new developments 
and to provide our forecast for Growth of 
the Fund.

The consequence of the winding up 
of the SOSA was the need to amend 

the SBTF Trust Deed. The significant 
changes were to: 

Establish the Trust as fully independent 
with a Governing Body whose majority 
shall be former pupils of Sidcot School.

Seek approval of the necessary 
amendments to the Trust Deed from the 
Charities Commission.

In 2014 the stock market experienced 
some pronounced ups and downs but 
in the end turned out flat. Thus the FTSE 
100 Index ended the year a little over 
2.5% down on its level at the beginning 
but taking account of the income which 
would have accrued on the shares in 
the index there was a gain of about of 
1%. As against that the Building trust 
Fund showed a gain of 4.5%.This was 
principally attributable to its segment 
in commercial property although there 
was also some assistance from the fixed 
interest sector which, notwithstanding 
low interest rates, surprisingly showed 
price increases. These two sectors 
had been disappointing in 2013 so it is 

gratifying to have the improvement.

As has been customary in the past we 
place on record our appreciation of the 
work of Steven Roberts the Independent 
Examiner of our accounts. 

We maintain our view that the remit of 
the Trustees on behalf of the Committee 
is to sustain the income and capital 
growth of the Fund as we continue with 
the rebuilding of the Fund. This should 
enable the Committee to make further 
grants to the School and also ensure the 
longer term future of the Fund.

Sidcot Building Trust Fund



Margaret Rastrick

Jean Unway (Worsdell)

Jean James (Tregear)

Annette Stuckey (Butler)

Patrick Theobald

Rachel Hoyland

George Bland

John Morland

Robert Drakeford

Brian Priestman

William Marsh

Nicholas Crawford

Martin Farrant

Elaine Gardner (Perry)

Barbara Laing (Williams)

Christopher Lunnon

Hugh Ross

Vivian Hony

Christopher Bishop

Peter Wright

Elizabeth Jones (Grace)

Kate McCormack

John Pick

David Jeffrey

Peter Alletson

Stewart Linney

Rosemary Sargent

Michael Ward

•  Rachel (Soltau) Pitt 1935-37

•  Ida (Bunty) Biggs (Harman) 1964-74

•  Liz Darlington – 1949-53

•  John Gardner 1967-74

•  Margaret Hayday 1942-49

• Francis Rutter 1939-40

• Gillian Blunden Grant 1965-71

• Anne Argyle 1943-51

• Don Wride 1948-54

• Jane (Thomas) Wride 1951-54

• Jan Morland 1940-48

• Daphne Dawson 1971-76

• Nick Jones 1969-76

• David & Laurie Gardner

• Tim & Carol Holding

• Christopher Sladen c 1945

• Joyce Marriage 1934-36

• June (Smith) Drummond 1941-49

• Sheila Meuwissen (Mossie) 

• Douglas du Rieu 1941-45

• Roger Barlow 1940-43

• Kay (Perrin) Roberts 1935-41

• Jo & Jan Rutter

• Timothy Phillips

• Beth & David Rowlands

• Ursula Watts

• Mike Standage 1932-38

• Alison (Reynolds) Johnson

• Penny (Morgan) Cameron 1961-66

List of Sidcotians who have 
died since last Easter, read out 
Saturday 4 April 2015

Easter Greetings Received
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