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Dear Sidcotians

The trouble with making 
your dreams come true is 
what to do with the rest of 
your life. I wonder if I would 
have done things differently 
if I had known this at 15, 
but I suspect not. In any 
event, I remember my worst 
fear was always the thought 
of waking up aged 35 (the 
oldest I could imagine at 
that point!), and being full of 
regret for the things I wished 
I had done. 

Unlike my peers, I never had doubts about 
what I wanted to do. I knew from very 
early on that I was going to go down the 
Amazon and everything I did was within 
that context. My MA in Latin American 
History and Archaeology was preparation 
for my expedition; so was language school 
in Barcelona, and attending the annual 
Expedition Planning Events at the Royal 
Geographical Society. Two marriage 
proposals were turned down during 
and after university in London, not least 
because I could hardly expect someone 
to wait for me while I followed my real 
passion.

Most publishers refused to bet any money 
on me, convinced I would not live to tell 
my tale, but I did, and Random House 
published An Amazon and a Donkey in 
1991. It was a wonderful culmination to 
my life’s dream. But already, on reaching 
the Brazilian city of Belém at the mouth of 
the Amazon River, I had been confronted 
with the powerful realization that making 
your dream come true is a hollow victory if 
you have no one to share it with. Soon the 
future yawned ahead like a black hole and I 
felt bereft of purpose and very lonely.

Of course I discovered that a passion 
for adventure is not something that is 
quenched with one journey. Sooner or 
later, inspiration for another project comes 
along and I have tried hard to make each 
one happen. Some got turned into books    
(The Amber Trail and Chickenbus Journey). 
My greatest joy, however, came from 
finding someone to join me, who managed 
to survive 20 years in my company before 
fading away into another life. I am left 
with two young sons and a huge well of 
gratitude.

And still I am not ready to admit that I am 
finished with passion or adventure! My sons 
laugh incredulously at me when I tell them I 
intend to buy a motorcycle for my very own 
South American road trip. They see a small 
woman with silver hair who has to stand 
on tip toe to kiss their cheeks. But I know 
that all I need is someone to teach me 
how to ride a Yamaha 250 and I’m off. The 
protective gear has been in my cupboard 
ever since we emigrated to Chile in 2006. 
Little do they realize the only reason I had 
sons was to help raise the sails in the South 
Pacific, but I’m beginning to see I may need 
a grown man for that one!

It is an honour to be asked to introduce 
this issue of Sidcotian magazine and 
I recommend the theme of Living 
Adventurously to you. I hope you enjoy 
reading all the stories and that they 
encourage you to share your own 
adventures - large and small - with the 
Sidcotian community.

Natascha Scott-Stokes 1973-1975
(known as Mickey)

Natascha
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Above: Heather, pictured on her 70th Birthday

Am I living adventurously? I would certainly 
say no, not now at least, and I actually think 
I’m a pretty unadventurous sort of person. 
On the other hand, I suppose my life has 
been quite an adventure, or at least many 
people seem to think so. 

I met my future husband (a Slovak nuclear 
physics and electrical engineering student 
at Prague’s Charles University) at a work 
camp in Czechoslovakia and we got to 
know each other while planting fir trees, 
which I suppose must be quite a forest  
now (almost 50 years later). 

When we had finished university, we got 
married and settled in his home town of 
Bratislava. Thanks to the fact that I had 
studied English I immediately got a job 
teaching English at Comenius University. 
I have just spent today clearing my desk 
there, as I have decided that perhaps 70 
is not too soon to retire and that we must 
all stop one day, although I shall miss 
being among young people, having taught 
continuously for 46 years!

I suppose it was rather adventurous 
pulling up my roots and going to live in a 

communist country in 1967 (but love is 
blind!) and there certainly were adventures 
to come, though not always welcome.  
I was in Bratislava when the tanks rolled in 
during the 1968 invasion by the Warsaw 
Pact troops, lived through the period of 
“Normalisation” and then danced in the 
street when the Gentle/Velvet Revolution 
came in 1989. 

I’ve had an interesting life and I never 
regretted coming to Slovakia. I also have 
two children and now two grandchildren, 
so what more could you want? 

I still remember Sidcot with affection and 
I think it was to a large extent the time I 
spent there that has enabled me to cope 
with whatever came afterwards. 

Heather (King) Trebaticka, 1954-61

Invasion and Revolution

An unlikely project was 
child’s play
My adventure was to set up a playbus for 
disadvantaged children. It was the first one 
in the south of England.

Advice for beginners:  first, fundraise for an 
unlikely project which sounds too fanciful, 
except that in our case a lot of people knew 
about pre-school playgroups and were 
supportive of a new venture.  Second, get 
an old bus and persuade the local boys’ 
school to strip the interior and construct 
slide, rope ladder, climbing frame, mini tyre 
swing, sand tray and water tray downstairs, 

with a Wendy house with painting easels 

and paints, and a book corner, together 

with a puzzles area.  

Third, talk the Social Services round, get 

support from the Council’s Legal Eagles, 

and explain to Councillors what could be 

done for 15 pre-school children twice a 

week for two hours (we had six sessions a 

week on the bus) and ask the health visitors 

to recommend the most disadvantaged 

children on their lists. 

Oh yes, go up to Parliament to lobby for the 

drivers of playbuses to need only ordinary 

licences rather than heavy goods licences.

Try not to start fundraising in a postal 

strike.  When you are at the beginning of 

what will become a national association, 

expect lots of curious visitors, from the 

Deputy Education Minister in France, to an 

Assistant Professor of Social Work from Hull 

House, Chicago.

Lucy (Rickman) Baruch, 

1934-1937

Are you living adventurously?
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Seeing the world with new eyes
Since retiring I have travelled the world as a Sighted Guide, enabling blind and visually 
impaired people experience some of the things that we sighted people take for 
granted. I have sailed, skied, swam, white-water rafted, and ridden horses, camels and 
elephants - encouraging visually impaired people to enjoy these physical activities too. 
I have touched the Terracotta Warriors in China, walked part of the Inca Trail in Peru, 
and watched turtles lay their eggs in Borneo. On one recent trip, a blind lady said: “Do 
you remember when we saw the snake curled up in the tree above our head, when 
we were in the canoe?” She hadn’t actually ‘seen’ the snake, but in her ‘mind’s eye’ 
she had, because I had described it to her some years before. Moments like this have 
made the last 18 years since retiring so rewarding.

Bridget (Morgan) Mariott, 1949-1954

Back in Bristol after university and trying 
to find somewhere to live, I realised (after 
the sixteenth failed phone call) I could be 
anywhere in the world. I was running on the 
fumes of a student overdraft, I had nowhere 
to live, no job. If I was going to be broke at 
least I could do it somewhere slightly more 
interesting. Half-way down Park Street I 
walked into a travel agent and asked what 
the cheapest tickets were. Vague memories 
of a weekend spent in Amsterdam bubbled 
forth. Two weeks later, with rucksack and 
tent, I got on a plane.

I arrived on a Wednesday morning and 
spent the rest of the day getting settled 
into a hostel. For some reason I can’t 
entirely recall what happened on Thursday. 
On Friday my first port of call was a 
professional photo lab - I had worked as 
a technician at the university photography 
department. The manager offered me an 
interview on the following Monday. 

Saturday morning and at the market I heard 
an English accent. Josie sold clothes and 
trinkets from Guatemala and had lived in 
Amsterdam for fifteen years. I asked her the 
best way to find a room and she offered me 
her apartment in the west of Amsterdam. 
My interview on Monday went well, Tuesday 
was a trial day and on Wednesday I was 
given a six-month contract. I called Josie to 
tell her I’d take the room. Seven days had 

passed and my new life had started, I took 
the return ticket into work and tore it in half. 

I finished the contract and became a 
freelance photographer’s assistant, working 
on fashion shoots, food, still life, advertising, 
film sets, portraits, and everything in 
between, with more than twenty different 
photographers. I went out on my own ten 
years ago. These were the toughest years 
trying to build up a portfolio.

I met my Finnish/Dutch wife and we 
travelled for eighteen months across Russia 
and Asia and spent one year working 
in New Zealand. More recently I have 
worked for interior design magazines and 
boutique hotels all over Europe.  We have 
two children who have the lack of available 
rooms in Bristol that summer in 1999, to 
thank for their existence!

There is no doubt in my mind that Sidcot 
helped to give me the confidence to 
embark on my adventure. I have very many 
memories of growing up there. The staff, 
and school as a whole, brought me up and 
played a huge role in who I am today. I may 
be older and slightly less carefree than I 
was but I strive to live adventurously every 
day and I hope to inspire my children to do 
the same. 

James Stokes 1989-1995

Picture Perfect
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On leaving University in 1972, my first 
adventure was to go and live in Denmark.  
There I got my first job with the World 
Health Organization, where I stayed for the 
rest of my working life, but not in the same 
location.  After a stint in Athens, I worked 
in Geneva for a number of years.  During 
that time I was planning the next phase 
of my “life adventure”, a retirement home 
in Tuscany (Italy), a project that lasted a 
full ten years as it involved completely 
restoring a ruined house.

Just as that project was drawing to its 
close and early retirement was in sight, 
the next adventure (and probably major 
turning point) hit me.  At the ripe old age 
of 53, I met the man of my life (at that 
time aged 66), the widowed father of my 
daughter’s then boyfriend.  As I was in 
Geneva and he was from Luxembourg, 
a decision had to be made.  Within three 
months of our meeting, we decided to 
waste no time and get married.  I left my 
job and moved to Luxembourg, in other 
words the complete opposite 
geographical direction of 
my initial plan.

After a couple of years, we decided that 
maintaining such a large house would 
rapidly become too much for us, so I sold 
up and we decided to use the money  
for the final adventurous phase of our  
life together.

Since 2007, we have seen just about 
all in the world that was on our “wish 
list”.  Starting off with the North Cape 
of Norway, we then took in the South 
Cape of Africa.  Our trip to Africa was 
a cruise up the coast from Cape Town 
to Mombasa in Kenya via Mozambique, 
Madagascar and Zanzibar.  There have 
been two trips to Egypt (one a Nile 
cruise to the south and one a visit of the 
pyramids, Cairo and Alexandria).  The 
latter was part of a cruise which took us 
from Dubai via Oman, the Red Sea and 
Suez Canal, back to Italy.

We have criss-crossed the Mediterranean 
in all possible directions, and also 
managed Istanbul, the Black Sea, Yalta 
and Odessa.  We have sailed the Danube, 
Rhine and Seine but our absolute top 
favourite was a cruise around the coast of 
New Zealand and back to Australia. 

Our other top favourite is Singapore, 
where we stopped off on our way to New 
Zealand.  So our next (and probably last 
major) adventure will be this autumn to 
celebrate my husband’s 75th birthday:  a 
cruise from Singapore to Hong Kong along 
the coast of Vietnam.

Mary Roll-Vallanjon, 1966 – 1969

The best laid plans…

Sunday at Sidcot
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Finally I am back at Sidcot - home, after five 
months that I will never forget. 

It was the trip of my lifetime and I am so 
happy that I had taken the opportunity 
to have a gap year and use it to gain 
experience of working, being away from 
home and travelling. 

Vietnam was where I spent the most time 
and this part of my journey was made 
possible by a generous Travel Award from 
Sidcot Old Scholars’ Association.

A pretty uncomfortable 36 hour bus ride 
from north of Vientiane, Laos’ capital City,  
was followed by a day’s sleep before I 
headed to Da Nang where I had arranged a 
placement for three weeks in an orphanage, 
‘The Village of Hope’. It was an orphanage 
for 120 children aged between 6 and 18, 
living in ‘families’, same sex rooms of 10 
where there were a variety of ages, with the 
oldest being the ‘mother/father’. 

The orphanage has 20 children who are 
deaf and mute, who were learning sign 
language within the orphanage. These were 
the children I spent most of the time with, 
encouraging the boys and girls to take 
part in activities, or play in their playground 
and even having them laugh at my poor 
attempts at sign language. It was much 
easier for me to communicate with these 

children as they understood body language 
far more whereas other children didn’t seem 
quite so able to.

I gained so much from the children at the 
orphanage. It is very rare for children to 
be adopted in Vietnam, a country where 
the vast majority of the population of 
nearly 90 million people live in poverty. The 
children stay at the ‘The Village of Hope’ 
until they are 18 and finish high school. 
They receive pocket money of just US$1 a 
month, however local stalls will have special 
deals for them and all food and clothing is 
provided at the beginning of the year by 
the orphanage. Not an easy life and this 
made me reflect on how little suffering and 
hardship most of the United Kingdom has 
to endure.

Sam Coates, 1996 - 2012

A village called ‘Hope’

Live adventurously – the best advice!
It is 54 years since I received my travel bursary which was spent going to Finland to help gather the harvest 
on small farms. This set alight a desire to travel further and I planned to go with friends to Japan for the 1964 
Olympics but took a wrong turn and heard all about them in Egypt! 

Six years were spent  hitching through 
France and Spain to Morocco and across 
to Egypt and then up the Nile to Uganda 
and on to Southern Rhodesia, as it was 
then, where I landed a job as a railway 
guard. Then it was on to South Africa where 
I joined a Norwegian cargo ship to Japan 
and then Australia where I spent a winter 
during the sowing season. On to Victoria 
where I caught up with Robert Sessions 

and then New Zealand meeting Jeremy 
Brockhouse, then planting and felling 
trees in a North Island forest. Back to the 
UK for three months and I signed on with 
another Norwegian ship for 18 months, 
seeing a lot more of the world in comfort 
this time, working on a cruise ship with only 
350 passengers. Even the crew had port 
holes! And eventually back to Australia via 
Afghanistan, India and Thailand.

My wife and I have been here now for 43 
years having lived and worked in New South 
Wales, Canberra South Australia, Hong 
Kong, Singapore, Malaysia and now back 
in Perth. 

The Advices and Queries have been an 
invaluable guide and none more so than “Do 
you live your life adventurously?”

Paul Martin, 1954 - 1959
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The next chapter...
The exam rush. The last 
minute revision. The frantic 
mess of flash cards. Trying not 
to remember all the things you 
don’t know. The five minute 
wait outside the Meeting 
House. Then, deep breath, 
and it is all over!

Before you know it you are returning books, 
clearing your study, packing up your room 
and spending hours reading the books you 
never had time for - or watching brain-
rotting films just because you can. Suddenly 
there is time to do whatever you want, and 
after the initial work guilt goes away, there is 
an overwhelming sense of freedom. 

The freedom, of course, has its downsides. 
It’s mixed with the knowledge that in 
September the loving home that you have 
had for the past few years isn’t waiting 
for you to come back. Instead, after this 
seemingly endless summer, there will be 
somewhere new waiting for us. Now, it  
is time for us to start the newest venture 
yet: University. 

I suppose when we 
get there we will 
begin to understand 
all that Sidcot has 
done to prepare us 
for this exciting, yet 
slightly daunting, chapter. Until then, we just 
hope the knowledge we possess is greater 
than when we started at Sidcot, and we 
now have the confidence and tact to share 
and understand the implications of it. The 
responsibility we have to the world around 
us is only going to grow, but luckily we 
have been given an enjoyable and thorough 
foundation for it. The responsibilities are not 
seen as a burden - on the contrary, they are 
an adventure.  So, onwards to University!

Rosa Brandon, Head Girl, 2012-2013

My greatest adventure

I am a Sidcotian (1972-1977), 

and have been lucky in that my 

life has had its adventures -  the 

summer I left Sidcot at 16 years 

old (1977) I hitch hiked from the 

UK to Morocco - so travel was  

in my bones from an early age. 

Two years later (1979) I hitch hiked from the 
UK to India, and was in Tehran when the 
Ayatollah arrived and the hostages were 
being held - my timing was a little off (!), and 
I got badly beaten up with rifle butts, but 
survived - awakening in me a deep desire to 
understand the world. After a period playing 
music in a band back in the UK, I became 
a tour leader /  guide for a UK adventure 
company and I led groups in India (6 years), 
Egypt (2 years), and many months each in 
Syria, Jordan, Israel, Morocco, Thailand, 
Malaysia, Ethiopia, Israel, and much of 
northern Europe. So I was a very lucky youth. 

After starting my first  tour operation 
business in the UK (Tours le Trek) in the late 
1980s, I emigrated to Seattle in1992 with 
my new American wife, who I met leading 
a group climbing Jebel Toubkal, Morocco’s 
highest mountain. I started and ran my 
second tour operation, Extraordinary Places, 
in Seattle for 10 years (9 employees) custom 
designing expeditions and university group 
tours and line-producing documentary 
films around the world. (I made films in Iran, 
Jordan, Syria, Egypt and India, and have 
designed specialist itineraries for the CEOs 
of several major film companies including 
white water rafting down the White Nile for 
the CEO’s of Mandalay, Lionsgate, Sony 

Pictures etc.).  In 1998 I became a father - 
my daughter’s name is Tahlia, and she is by 
far the most important thing in my life.

I have been married three times - each a 
beautiful and tortuous adventure - once 
as a youth in Tiksey Gompa in Ladakh - a 
Buddhist ceremony to my first love. This 
included receiving Tibetan names from 
the head rimpoche of Tikse Gompa. Mine 
is Tsering Topgang (longevity and special 
power). During this period I met the Dalai 
Lama a couple of times on the notorious 
road up from Srinagar to Leh over the Zoja 
La pass, pushed his car out of the mud and 
chatted with him through his car window!

More recently I have led UN groups in 
Ethiopia and am currently designing a 
documentary film following a very interesting 
octogenarian who has skied to both the 
North and South Poles in her 70s, and now 
wants to live with the Sami people in Norway 
on their migration with the caribou for a 
couple of weeks.

Today I am a single dad and look after my 
daughter who is 14 years old. This is the 
greatest adventure I have ever had, and I am 
humbled by the love I have for her. This is by 
far the greatest adventure of my life. 

 Adrian Chalker 1972-1977
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School memories, mischief 
and misdemeanours!

Jill (Keeling) McLatchie
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Between the earth and the heavens: Sidcot’s vision for the future

It is my pleasure to share with you the 
school’s vision for the future. During 
my first year as Headmaster, I have 
been struck by Sidcotian stories of 
life-long friendship and the spirit with 
which you grab life: it really is quite 
inspirational and something I strive 
to encourage with our current pupils. 
We have exciting plans that we hope 
will become a reality for Sidcot within 
the next decade. The creation of an 
all-weather sports pitch will enable 
us to develop a generation of team-
players and healthy young people; 
a new boarding house will provide a 
true sense of home to students who 
are separated from their family; an 
extension to the science block will 
unlock the secrets of the universe 
and, because at Sidcot we always 
encourage students to raise their 
heads and look up, into the world, an 
Observatory will inspire them to seek 
their dreams, amongst the stars.

It is my hope you will share our 
excitement and join us on this new 
adventure and I look forward to 
sharing news of our progress with you 
in future issues of Sidcotian. 

Iain Kilpatrick    Headmaster

1 All-Weather Pitch
An all-weather hockey pitch and rugby/
football training pitch would be a fantastic 
facility for the School and would also 
benefit the local community greatly. It would 
enable sport, and specifically hockey, to be 
played at a level that reflects the passion  
and enthusiasm of the pupils and staff. In 
current years hockey has moved away from 
grass onto all-weather surfaces which has 
meant that our teams have been left at a 
considerable disadvantage. An all-weather 
pitch will also enable local people of all 
ages to participate in a variety of key sports 
including hockey, rugby, football and tennis. 
The proposed facilities will enable local 
primary schools, community scout and guide 
groups to use the facilities free of charge. 
Other local groups would have access 
at preferential rates, giving everyone the 
opportunity to participate in sporting activities. 
Changing and toilet facilities will be available 
to the local community in the Pavilion. 

2 Boarding House
The mix of students from the UK and 
overseas, provides all students with a rich 
and diverse experience, creating lifelong 
friendships that stretch into every corner 
of the world. For most students, this is 
the first time they have lived away from 
home and the boarding houses and house 
parents play a vital role in ensuring a 
comforting, safe and homely environment. 

We plan to refurbish the existing boarding 
houses and to construct a new property to 
accommodate 60 Upper Sixth students. 
There will be a girls’ and boys’ wing and 
communal social space with a large 
common room, TV room, laundry, kitchen 
and outdoor terrace.

Callum Walsh (1995-2000) is Head of 
Strength and Conditioning at Cardiff 
City FC. “I love my job and have worked 
very hard often gaining experience 
when working for NO money so I try 
to appreciate 
every minute of 
it. It is exciting 
seeing players 
you have worked 
with come back 
from injury and 
score important 
goals or get 
man-of-the-
match awards. 
But exciting as it is, it also brings 
pressure of attaining goals and on a 
daily basis we need to ensure we keep 
players fit enough to perform. It is also 
an environment that does require VERY 
thick skin - there is a lot of banter flying 
around, which is great fun, but you can’t 
afford to take it personally!
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Between the earth and the heavens: Sidcot’s vision for the future
For many of the students, especially 
those travelling thousands of miles 
from their family, the Boarding Houses 
become their sanctuary, with a set 
of House Parents and room mates 
who very often become like additional 
brothers or sisters. 

Winson, Winser and Winnou Chung 
recently rekindled their memories 
of being boarders at Sidcot. 
Resplendent in Combe sweatshirts, 
the three brothers were keen to meet 
up with their House Parents Chris and 
Janice Bateman and Matron Linda 
Townsend to share news of their lives 
since leaving school.  Winson is now a 
Process Engineer at Tata Steel Europe 
and is passionate about young people 
having the opportunities to study 
science and engineering. Winser is 
working for a German manufacturing 
company in Malaysia and Winnou, 

the youngest of the three brothers, is 
hoping to secure a pupilage to complete 
his training as a barrister. 

We asked if we could take their 
photo. Where did they want to be 
photographed? “That’s easy” replied 
Winser, “At our home – Combe House”.
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3 Science Block
Science teaching space is starting to reach 
capacity. We have identified development 
space in part of the existing Science 
Block which is currently used for storage – 
Sidcotians will recall this as the top of the 
old gymnasium - and also to the rear of the 
Science Block where the oil tanks used to be.

The space is not in a usable condition for 
teaching and the roof also needs replacing. 
The plan is to take off the roof of this portion 
of the building, raise the walls by a couple 
of feet and then replace the roof; giving 
two floors of teaching space, one science 
laboratory at first floor and some smaller 
tutor rooms in the  roof of the building. 
To the rear of the science block there is 
another opportunity for development in the 
location of the old oil tanks where we plan 
to construct a two story extension providing 
two additional classrooms both linked to 
the extended Science Block with a covered 
atrium stairwell.

Andy Darvill is one of Sidcot’s science 
teachers who has enthralled students with 
his fiery and explosive experimentation in the 
classroom. He said “When you love what 
you do, teaching science is so rewarding. 
I enjoy encouraging students to question 
the world around them and to devise 
experiments which prove or disprove their 
ideas. My favourite time is when a student 
turns to me and says “why did it do that?” 
– it means that we are at the start of an 
adventure to find out!”. 
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“We are at the start of an     
adventure to find out…”
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4 Arts Centre
This is the most fantastic facility in the region, made possible 
thanks to the continuing support of donors, many of whom are 
old scholars. We want to do justice to their incredible gift to 
the Sidcot community by focusing on attracting and selecting 
quality established and emerging artists both locally and 
nationally.  We want to make this a centre of excellence across 
the arts, with a full and vibrant programme which will give our 
students, staff and members of the public an inspirational 
place to learn, work and enjoy. Creative and cultural events 
will include talks, workshops, creative technology, film, 
performance, dance and music.  

We would be delighted if you could share with us your 
thoughts and suggestions for how we can continue to innovate 
and improve.

Please email Georgina Micklethwaite with your ideas and to 
receive news and information direct from the Arts Centre team 
g.micklethwaite@sidcot.org.uk 

5 Observatory
Many Sidcotians will have fond memories 
of Observatory Field which was sadly sold 
for development over 20 years ago and 
meant the loss of the observatory to the 
school. Sidcot’s active and enthusiastic 
Astronomy Club have dreamed of having 
their own small observatory for many 
years. They have done some research 
and found a suitable small observatory 
that comes in kit form. We have a number 
of members of staff and Governors who 
are passionate about astronomy who will 
provide the knowledge and experience to 
assist in setting up the new facility. We have 
identified the ideal location to the rear of the 
Meeting House where there is little impact 
from street lighting or school flood lighting.

Partial funding from this has been given to 
the school through a very kind legacy from 
Harry Wiltshire whose daughter Joanna 
came to Sidcot (1973-1979). He always 
loved nature and his family felt that this was 
a wonderful way to pay tribute to him and 
to celebrate his life. 
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The Art Exhibition is the highlight of our year, 
and our chance to show the fantastic quality 
and range of creative work that students do 
in the Arts Faculty over the course of the 
year. The Art and DT work on display on 
walls and plinths was complimented by the 
Fashion Show, and the fabulous spread by 
Year 10 catering students.

You can see examples of the students’ 
work at www.artatsidcot.org

It was with much trepidation that students 
volunteered to model in the Fashion Show. 
However, when they saw the amazing 
outfits there was no stopping them in 
choosing more than one outfit to model. 
Models and outfits were matched up and a 
brief rehearsal scheduled. 

Pupils from Year 7 modelled hats made in 
class and pyjama bottoms made in Stitch 
Club. Other students modelled either their 
own creations or modelled other students’ 
work. They performed spectacularly and 
all enjoyed the experience in the end! The 
Fashion Show provides a great showcase 
for the excellent work that is produced in 
Textiles, leading to students going on to 
several London universities and elsewhere 
to study fashion and textiles.

Darwen Lecture
Students learned an important lesson 
about peace, justice and accountability 
thanks to a lecture by award-winning 
investigative journalist Maggie O’Kane 
(pictured left) at the school’s annual  
Darwen Lecture.

The former war correspondent, who 
witnessed the human tragedy of conflict in 
Iraq and Bosnia, shared her experiences 
with students in a lecture that combined 
photographic and film footage to bring to 
life her view on how investigative journalism 
can change the world. Maggie shared 
a story of her reunion with one of the 
prisoners from the death camps she visited. 
He told her how he expected to be killed 
every day but the day the media visited to 
investigate he was given a reprieve. The 
award-winning journalist said this gave her 
hope. She explained “We had a small part 
in stopping one man from being tortured, 
even if only for a few hours. The role of 
investigative journalism is so important 
– there is incredible potential to change 
people’s lives”. 

Summer Festival: 
Art Exhibition & Fashion Show

Postcards from ‘The Island’: School news
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Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme
Dartmoor is probably the wildest of the areas we use for our expeditions and this was the case when 16 Lower Sixth 
students had to contend with rain and strong winds on their Silver assessed expeditions. Everyone coped very well and 
completed their routes successfully. One of the groups enjoyed a night camping wild on the moor and also scaled Yes Tor - 
the highest point on Dartmoor.

Sidcot is recognized as a ‘leading independent school’
Sidcot has been awarded membership of Headmasters’ 
and Headmistress’ Conference (HMC) which represents 
many of the world’s leading independent schools. The 
school was subjected to a rigorous assessment of every 
aspect of its work from the quality of teaching to the 
cleanliness of facilities. 
Headmaster, Iain Kilpatrick said: “Gaining membership of 
HMC and international recognition is such an achievement 
for the school and the community in which we live. I am 
particularly proud of our students who were described in 

the HMC report as ‘impressive, courteous and genuinely 
helpful to visitors and to each other’”.

Membership of HMC will provide Sidcot School with the 
opportunity to contribute to national and international 
discussion and debate about education issues in the 
independent sector.
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Students dice with 
death at the Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival!
Teenagers from Sidcot brought members 
of the public face to face with their 
own mortality when they handed out 
personalised death certificates on the 
streets of Edinburgh this Summer. 
Students distributed morbid mementos 
in a bid to encourage people to buy 
tickets for their original play “Death by 
Shakespeare” at the Edinburgh Fringe, the 
world’s largest art’s festival. 

The play which was been written and 
directed by the students, is based on 
extracts and re-workings of Shakespeare’s 
most famous death scenes, with a 
modern twist. Sidcot’s Director of Drama, 
Charlotte Resuggan, said: “It is a piece of 
very physical theatre, a modern take on 
Shakespeare and there are moments of 
darkness and light, comedy and of course 
in true Shakespearian fashion, plenty of 
twists and turns to keep the audience 
guessing”. 

The Sidcot theatre company is called Hurly 
Burly which is made up of 20 past and 
present students. They performed every 
day for ten days to an estimated audience 
of 1,000 people. To ensure maximum 
attendance, the cast spent each day in 
costume, promoting the play to the public 
on Royal Mile. 

Sports Day
It was certainly a bumper day in terms of records broken – six fell. In the Senior Boys hurdles, 
Edmund Yue made an extremely technical event look very easy and comfortably knocked a 
second off a record that had stood since 1994. Andrew Wheller launched a javelin that flew 
further than anyone else has made one fly on Sports day since 1984 and Alex Crofts broke 
two records, the Junior Boys 100m and the high jump - brilliant! Another double record 
breaker was Imogen Moroney who beat her sister Jasmine’s record that had been set the 
previous year in the 1500m and also the 800m record that had stood since 1976. 

Also important to note is that an enormous number of students achieved their personal best 
of the season in terms of time or distance accomplished.

Dymond Speech 
competition
This year’s winner, Nicolas Gampierakis, 
gave a remarkably polished and engaging 
talk entitled ‘Harry Potter and I’ which 
turned out to be about the one, solid 
connection between Nic and Harry which 
was the fact that they both were boarders 
at Sidcot and Hogwarts respectively. This 
lively and entertaining symposium was 
extremely well-received and it was evident 
that Nic held the audience spell-bound, so 
that as it turned out there was evidently 
more than one connection between him 
and Harry after all.
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Class of 1971-78 Reunion
It must be a sign of the genuinely felt strength of old friendships that we shared during our formative 
adolescent years, that so many came to Sidcot for the weekend. 

Memories from 40 years ago were blended 

with updates since previous reunions. 

For many of us the gathering was also a 

poignant reminder of time passing, as we 

fondly remembered friends and loved ones 

who were no longer with us. 

Flying over from my home outside Oslo 

in Norway on Good Friday, it was with a 

mixture of trepidation and longing that I 

waited to finally meet so many old friends 

again after more than 30 years. I met 

Paul Beech with his dad and daughter on 

the access road below me at Gatwick; 

was made warmly welcome by Chris 

Jarman and his wife Lynne at their home in 

Axbridge; and shared a thousand thoughts 

and feelings from all the years in-between 

with Marguerite Wallis on Axbridge Hill 

overlooking Glastonbury. What a great 

return!!

Most of us met up on Saturday at The Swan 

Inn in Rowberrow for a hearty lunch – that 

seemed to go on and on as the group 

gradually grew in size and mingled. Phil 

Davies led the way on a walk to Rowberrow 

Warren. After a long, cold and wet winter, 
the skies had cleared for the weekend so 
we could easily see across the Severn and 
felt the first warmth of spring. We stood, 
we sat and we took pictures of the view 
and of each other, capturing those precious 
moments in the sun on the limestone hilltop. 

After the walk some went back to Sidcot 
in time for the President’s Tea. There we 
met amongst others a few of our teachers 
– Phil Jevons, Di Hillage, Jennie and Adrian 
Sisman, Dottie Powell, – and some visitors 
from other years. Some had changed, while 
others really hadn’t at all. A friendly mix 
of grey hair and new generations, in the 
familiar, renovated setting.

Saturday evening was spent in Axbridge at 
The Lamb. Marguerite invited us to share 
a couple of minutes silence to remember 
those who were no longer with us. Our 
thoughts went especially to Jess Stevens, 
Kim Davies and June Bendall. 

Here was the real proof of how important 
those precious and formative seven 
years together had been (in case 

anyone still wondered). A rich 
mixture of laughter, quiet recollection, 
guilt and smiles about our teenage 
explorations and follies, memories of 
others and new visions for our lives 
emerging as middle-aged parents, 
some of us now with grown up children!
Being my first reunion for 35 years, this 
was a very special and almost life-changing 
event. Any initial trepidation was firmly 
put aside. The rediscovery of all that 
companionship, put into focus by more than 
a generation of adulthood in between, filled 
me with the value of all that we had shared 
and played all those years ago. 

Peter Austin, 1971 – 1978

Don’t wait 35 years for your first school 
reunion! Check our calendar of events 
at www.sidcotians.org.uk or contact 
Jess Winchester on 01934 845235. We 
are here to help you plan and organise 
any class reunions so do get in touch. 
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Dates for your diary!

The BIG Easter Reunion! 
16th – 20th April 2014

This is the biggest Sidcotian social 
event of the year! Take over the school 
for five nights of fun over the Easter 
Holiday weekend and swap stories 
and share adventures with friends 
and teachers from yester-year. It is 
an event for your whole family – with 
partners and children very welcome to 
accompany you and see where you 
spent your childhood. 

There are activities throughout the 
weekend to keep everyone entertained: 
horse-riding, painting, sporting activities, 
drama, live music, good food and great 
company. Weekend and day tickets 
are available and there is even the 
opportunity to book accommodation in 
the Boarding Houses. 

Visit www.sidcotians.org.uk email 
alumni@sidcot.org.uk or call 01934 
845235 to make sure that you are the 
first to know when tickets go on sale!

And at Sidcot   
Arts Centre…
Perfect Harmony Mixed Choir
Every Tuesday, 7pm – 8pm 
New members always welcome

Children’s Arts & Crafts Workshop
First Saturday of each month from 
5 October, 10am – 12.00pm 

Lampshade making workshop
Saturday 12 October, 10am – 1pm

Evening of Music by Cheddar   
Male Voice Choir
Saturday 19th October, 7.30pm

Exhibition: ID Artists
Saturday 26th October – Sunday 3 
November, 10.30am – 4.00pm

An Introduction to Bread Making 
Saturday 26th October, 9.30am – 4.00pm

Somerset Wine Fair & Art Show
Friday 22nd November, 6pm – 8.30pm

For more information or to book your 
place (essential in most instances) please 
visit www.sidcot.org.uk email artscentre@
sidcot.org.uk or call 01934 845299

Embroidery workshop inspired by the 
Quaker Tapestry  with Bridget Guest

£55 including all materials and refreshments

Saturday 12 October
10am - 12.30pm or 1.30pm - 4pm

Sidcot Community Arts Centre 
Winscombe
North Somerset 
BS25 1PD

w: sidcot.org.uk | e: artscentre@sidcot.org.uk | t: 01934 845299

Old Scholars’   
Northern Reunion 
Saturday 12th October 2013

You and your family can be sure of a warm 
welcome to a fun day with a good mixture 
of physical and mental exercise (2 walks 
in the surrounding countryside and some 
indoor games/activities), conversation, 
games and refreshments.  Those attending 
previous Northern Reunions have ranged 
in age from less than one year old to more 
than 90 so you should find someone close 
to your age, however young or old you are!

The Reunion will be held at Disley Friends 
Meeting House, Ring O’Bells Lane, Disley, 
Stockport SK12 2AG. Coffee and welcome 
from your hosts Ben & Ann Evens (1952-
58), Blim Critchlow (1945-1950) & Gill 
Armitage (1954-60) begins at 10.30 am 
and the event is expected to finish after 
dinner around 8.00 pm. You are welcome 
to come for any or all of this period but 
please contact Roger Pugsley (1951-
58) for more details and to confirm 
your attendance - Tel: 01706 650634     
E-mail: r.pugsley@sky.com or 
rgpugsley@btinternet.com

This event has been provisionally 
booked from lunchtime – please 
contact Roger Pugsley on 01706 
650634 or email r.pugsley@sky.com 
or rgpugsley@btinternet.com for more 
information and to confirm attendance 
(why not make a whole weekend of it 
and stay for the Easter Reunion?!)

Form Reunion 
1951– 1958 
(SOSA Cohort 150)
Wednesday 16th April 2014, 
Old Library, Sidcot School
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Class notes:

I’m so excited about becoming the 
point of contact for Sidcotians! I have 
been in this role for less than six months 
and have loved every minute with my 
favourite time being when a new email 
pings into my in-box with another great 
story of Sidcotian adventure, school day 
memories and mischief! It is so lovely to 
hear your news and to be able to share 
it with your classmates. Please do send 
me your news and use this section of the 
magazine to record births, marriages and 
the opportunity to celebrate the lives of 
Sidcotians who have died.

I can’t wait to hear from you!

Jess
Jess Winchester   
Development & Alumni Manager

1920s - 1930s
Happy Belated Birthday to Nancy 
Woodhead (1923-31) who celebrated her 
100th birthday in December 2012. 

1960s 
Hugh Marriage and Richard Gibbins took part in a charity car rally from Cornwall to Lisbon 
in aid of Macmillan, raising £7,600. “We stayed in wonderful pousadas and paradors with 
exciting driving challenges over wonderful country including mountain passes, some of which 
were blocked by snow – would you believe - on 1st May! So much so that we had to gaffer-
tape the radiator to keep the car & occupants warm!”

Sidcot is delighted to welcome the return of Wendy (Robinson) Haslam (1962-67) to the 
school. You may have heard – or will be hearing - from her as she is very kindly volunteering 
to help us trace Sidcotians with whom we have lost contact. Hopefully with your help we will 
be able to get back in touch and before long you will see their news right here!

1950s
I learnt to be active at Sidcot in the way of 
sports, music, walking and even farming 
(looked after the school pig for a period 
of time) and have continued with these 
activities both in my job as a teacher 
and our life in general. I was in a leading 
Wellington band during the 70’s; played 
and coached hockey; and have had land 
on which my wife, Margaret, and I have run 
sheep, cattle, and pigs (on a small scale). I 
was Head of Maths at Upper Hutt 

College for 27 years and during that time 
got more and more involved in the Pony 
Club movement as Margaret and our 
two daughters all rode. As a result of this 
activity I became interested in designing 
and building show jumping courses and 
I am now busy with this most weekends 
from September through to April.  Since 
retiring from teaching in 2004 we have 
done a lot more walking with The Tongariro 
Crossing being one of our highlights. 

Jerry Brockhouse, 1953-60

Could Phyllis Miller Symonds (1959-60) 
win the prize for the biggest adventure? 
Not quite with her head in the lion’s 
mouth, but closer than most people 
would dare, on her recent trip to Africa!
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Please send us details of your family 
news, employment and relocations  
and we will make every effort to 
include them in Class Notes. We are 
limited with space so please be aware 
we may need to edit your submission. 
Photographs are always welcome 
– please make sure that you send 
a large / high resolution file as an 
attachment.

Email: alumni@sidcot.org.uk

Post: Jess Winchester, 
Development & Alumni Manager, 
Sidcot School, 
Oakridge Lane, 
Sidcot, 
Winscombe BS25 1PD

After Sidcot, Ben Stokes went to University 
then left the UK and trained as a diving 
instructor, spending 10 years working all over 
the world including Asia, Middle East, Central 
America and Australia. “I met my partner 
who also was a diving instructor and we set 
up a travel company in 2008, we continued 
to travel and guide group tours throughout 
remote parts of Indonesia and Philippines and 
now have a company based just outside 
of Bath”.

Tom Swiecicki has been working in the 
ski Industry; from teaching to competing, 
freestyle coaching to events planning and 
coordination. “My most recent adventure was 
purchasing an equestrian farm in the coastal 
mountains north of Vancouver which I am 
now operating with my spouse (she’s the one 
with the experience, I just do the work!!)”. 

1990s

1980s
Emile Waite Taylor (1981-84) set off in August for the Land Rover Silk Road 
Expeditions, driving overland from the UK to Mumbai in India, all 17000 miles of it 
across Europe, the Stans, China, Tibet, Nepal, Pakistan and India. She is the medic/
driver on the trip – watch this space for more news!

1970s
James Johnson has been living on the 
Coromandel Peninsula in New Zealand 
for over 30 years. “I spend a lot of time 
bush running, kyack fishing and cycling 
around parts of New Zealand. I’d love to 
hear from any old scholars visiting New 
Zealand”.

After leaving Sidcot Nick Lamond (1973-
80) went into business and now runs a 
very successful and happy company with 
low staff turnover and high customer 

loyalty. He recently visited the school and 
gave us this great photo. He said “it’s a 
photo of the old school minibus as we 
got it ready for a Geography field trip 
(my guess is Lower Sixth).  I am the little 
ginger haired chap in the front passenger 
seat and whilst my hair is cut a little 
shorter these days and I’m still short, I’m 
pleased to say the hair is still ginger (OK, 
it’s got a bit of white in it these days) and 
that I’ve still got it!”

2000s
Garry Yu (1999-2004) and Jacky Yu 
(2006-2009); visited Sidcot recently to 
reunite with House Parents Paul and 
Mikki Coates. Garry has recently left 
HSBC to set up his own business and 
Jackie has graduated in Economics 
from UCL.

Next time…
• Watch this space for news of Sidcot’s 
new Director of Peace & Global Studies, 
Jackie Bagnall who takes up the new role 
in January. Jackie is joining Sidcot from 
her current post as Senior Lecturer in the 
Business School at the University of Exeter. 

• In the press, Headmaster Iain Kilpatrick will 
be challenging Michael Gove to visit Sidcot 
and see what students can achieve when 
they are encouraged to think for themselves.

• And Sidcotian Rhiannon Redpath will be 
talking to students about working for peace.


